N7 T AWY — RD 7P — 1290 TR
7" H"PIXT TPDNAY AWH 277
A"Ywn AR PWYS 7w 2N

[XN2IY "X nwn 'y upE'N

In the j1211 of a "To0N:

“M7n 'TIN” — the sturdy cedars. These are the towering D'?*1¥ who stand
firmly rooted in the real world. Like trees, they produce flowering nin's from
which everyone benefits.

(am2¥ 0'7nN) NAY! 12272 TIND NID! NN 'Y
Why does the Ja1j7n choose this term in reference to these D71y "717a?

“am IR” — they are the masters of NN, intellectual titans who
meticulously adhere to every detail of nNIN. More than that, they are the
NN, they represent, exemplify and define the nIn.

“DINva N7y ND MIaa ;XINAT NIYNA NNNNNA 'o'MN 7wa” — they are the
‘shield bearers’. A shield is a protective device. The nnIn "71Ta protect 771
78w from unforeseen dangers — both physical and spiritual — through their
NINQ Nimy. This protection is accomplished by their own personal nidT,
and also from their influence on others. They guide DTN, uplift them,
elevate them, and make them greater. Those D'TM7N in turn are y'swn on
their families, their D*1Nn7N, and acquaintances. They are the conduits for
NN and N> throughout the world.

N1I22 NNWAl 0'd 19W1 ONT” — their blood is spilled and their strength is
sapped. m*2y nnawn throughout the years of Ni7a has selected NN 21
and D'7' 71X to be brutally murdered by lowly savages, in the most terrible and
horrific ways.

The 7"nn0, in the beginning of n7Ixan XN, discusses the four primary
D'7177777 caused by Nni7a. The fourth is the poverty and pain, unbearable nin'Ta
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and crushing abuse, that 78w 775 suffers. In Ni72, the nind of nxniv and
NINX X100 are strong due to our NINYaY. The misery we endure serves to
cleanse and purify 78w 770, Many painful tears are cried during this
process of N19).

At times, the D'aNLR against 7R 773 accumulate to the point where, 7",
terrible things must occur for the |"Tn NTn to be appeased. Sometimes,
instead of unleashing these destructive forces on the (j3'n 11) 1Ay, the
nNawn decides to choose a great 7*T1¥ who will single-handedly absorb the
D'wAIY on our behalf.?

The (.nd) |Uj7 TVIN XA teaches:

N1 NN Y7 NI7 720N N9 NWI97 0N NNM NWI9 NdNnol nn? MR "N
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The death of a j7*Tx can deflect a catastrophe that would otherwise befall
thousands or millions of Yidden, 7"1. When a 'Y is Dwn wT' 7V 1wW91 N0m
to die an unnatural death at the hands of barbarians, as was the case for the
N'M N0, this indicates a much greater N19> was necessary.?

In the beginning of pnNXI NWNY, we read how 11'21 Nwn speaks about " Wnn
[12701 nTh a1on". What is “|12%”? v says that it refers to the wTznn na.
The wTinn N1 is called |127%, explains the M90, because it is “ DMy "2'Mm
X 2w, it is a source of N9d. Therefore, we understand that the ma'y?
chooses “|1127n '7X” as an appropriate term for nINN "21Ta because they
too a source of N19> for 7w 790,

But what does it mean that these D'jp'T¥ were Dwn wITP 2V DW91 10IN,
implying that they made a sacrifice in their death? In many cases, they had
no choice! The D'"TOX D'WwN attacked while they were defenseless!

However, that’s not true; there was, indeed, a conscious choice. The 6th
stanza of our N1y discusses the nn'm of Xa'py 21, The (:X0 NIdIA) XMNA
relates that that while the Romans were combing his flesh with iron combs
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he was 72jm on himself o'y N7 21y, His 01N inquired, “ Ty ,111a0
[ND”? He replied to them:
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NNX'Y TV TAXKQ )IRA D' 2000pR K7 T xaw rodyl imepsr TR
TR TNNWI NRX'Y Y™ JIUKR NONKRE R DNY' CTRRA INNWY)

N2'PY "N prepared himself for this moment “i'' 73”.

Once a yeshiva 1IN in "X was killed by an Arab terrorist, 7", and it was told
that he screamed out ‘78" yn¥’ during his final moments. Rav Twersky
TN 2"PINT related in the name of that bochur’s Rosh Yeshiva, that he was
able to do so only because when he said ynw on a regular day, he had in
mind to be 'n wIT 7V 1wW91 N0IN. Because he mentally envisioned himself
giving up his life own wITp 7V that is how he was able to actually do it
during the opportune moment.*

Another time, Rav Twersky spoke about how nwn wiT'j7 is a facet of the nixn
of 'n ManX (see NN 'mo' "7nn n"9 n"anM), that only someone who
develops a relationship of love with the yv"wa1 can manage to be 1w91 N0IN
DWUN WIT? 7V when the time comes. w91 N1'on is an outgrowth of diligent
preparation.

Rav Twersky himself often discussed the ni'a10 of bwn wIT'{2. He said these
were N7 which one must have on his fingertips because when the time
comes there is no time to look up the |'T or ask a n7xkw. During the 1st Gulf
War, he asked his Rebbi, Rav Elya Weintraub 7"x7, what to do if the sirens
started wailing during Nnawy namw. Rav Elya answered that’s it’s not clear
what the proper NnI?Tnwn is, to run to a shelter or stay put. Therefore, since
it is during v"1w, one has the liberty to use the following X120: if it is not
yet your time you have nothing to worry about; and if it is... what can be
more beautiful than dying 'n wiT'j 72y in middle of nTwy ninw! He repeated
Rav Weintraub’s words to his family numerous times over the years and
added: “If I am to die young, | hope it will be bwn wiTyP 7V during
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So it came to be. At the earliest nN'NW minyan, in the middle of "MWy Nnamwv,
wrapped in his Nn*70, crowned with |'79N. It came after a night of intense
n"n, ending at 2:00 am, which was the typical norm, and following n%7'av
NIjN2 prior to N"INVY.

This is what he was prepared to do. A conscious decision was made and
N2y nnawn fulfilled it.

“Dwy N NN 'wITp D1n” — the number “10” has ancient origins. The
NIDTX N7X WATN connects the 10 Nid'7n 'aNn to the 10 brothers of qoi* who
sold him into slavery. Numerous ni'j7 and D'0I' have been written on this
theme. Nevertheless, 1127 'TIX, composed by one of the nivoInn w2,
which we say on 1"n, and n1>T™X N%X, which we say on 119D o', only
mention 8 or 9 names, not all ten.

INIDT DNNAX Q0 in [oNI* 190 (pub. 1504) already notes that the 'ann nwy
nin'M did not all live at the same time and that it took place over at least 80
years, from the [2ann DI' until "N 20N when Xa'py a1 was killed.
(Although see n'alwx N NNIT for a different historical approach.)

Instead of saying that our version is missing some stanzas, | speculate that
the D109 purposely did not fill in all ten names and used a protracted time
period in order to convey that this N1y is not limited to the particular names
mentioned here. Each of the 1% 'TaX and NYIMn TR who were
murdered DWN WIT'R 7V throughout the centuries are also enshrined among
this list of the distinguished “niI27n 'ann NYwY”. It encompasses all the *7va
na1onn whose lives in this physical world ended prematurely and tragically,
at the hands of brutes, as atonement for 78w 7'7.

“ANMa NU'NY ,0'WTE 'WTP ,27 NIN0 .NI0Y N L,WUTEN 7D 7R NTn
NINN” — these are the creme de la creme of 78! 775, They were selected
for this noble mission.

The (:n') MWD WX XA says —
1'PI7X N2 NOWD D'PTY NN D7IpY.

However, the &¥1Tn in NJ'X says —



D'NY 10N NINJIN AXNAN NI N"2pn 197 NWR DRTY Y [717'0W 11'¥n
UPTnn N2 [ainnl

While the X2na seems to equate D'7*T¥ NN to the destruction of the
?"nn1, the wn says that the departure of a 7*Tx from this world is even
worse than p"nn pan!?

Rav Doniel Sinowitz answers that there is no X1'No between the wa and
the Xna. Both agree that the death of a j7*T¥ is worse than p"nna [21IN.
However, the term “n717w” used by the X7na doesn’t mean “equal”. Rather,
it means that they are the same currency, as in a “?pw” coin, representing
the same thing.

Both 0'?*T¥ Nnm and 7"nn 21N are forms of N1DwN 71710, a departure of
MDY from our midst. But which form is worse, more intense? Surely, nn'n
D'7*1x¥! A 77X lives with us. He is constantly growing, becoming bigger and
bigger. The connection to N1V that he radiates constantly increases. He is a
more vibrant and influential projection of n1'ow than a building of D'xy
D'ANI.

And then, all of a sudden, in the prime of his life, or actually, before he
reaches the prime of his life, he is plucked away and the n1'>w Y17'a he
embodied is gone.

Eight and a half months ago, on the morning of jlwn n">, after overcoming
the initial shock — which itself took a few hours —the themes of this naj
flooded my mind, and have remained there ever since.



